
 
 

Teacher(s) Williams Subject group and discipline Language and Literature 
Unit title Safe Food Handling MYP year 5th grade Unit duration (hrs) 24 

 
Inquiry: Establishing the purpose of the unit 

Key concept Related concept(s) Global context 
Connections Purpose Personal and Cultural Expression 
Statement of inquiry 
 

*The purpose of informational texts is to help humans make connections with daily life. 
 

 

 

Inquiry questions 
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Factual—  

               What is main idea?   How do I identify main ideas in an informational text? 

Conceptual—  

                How can an informational text influence what we read? 

                How are our daily lives influenced by what we read? 

Debatable—  

                To what extent can an  informational text sway one’s opinion?  

                To what extent can a writer change your opinion? 

 

 

 

 

 

Objectives Summative assessment 
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B: Organizing 

    i. employ organizational structures that serve the 
content and intention 

    ii. organize opinions and ideas in a sustained, 
coherent, and logical manner 

  
C: Producing Text 

     i. produce texts that demonstrate insight, 
imagination, and sensitivity while exploring and 
reflecting critically on new perspectives and ideas 
arising from personal engagement with the creative 
process. 

    ii.make stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, 
literary and visual devices, demonstrating awareness 
of impact on an audience. 

   iii. select relevant details and examples to develop 
ideas 

 

Outline of summative assessment task(s) including 
assessment criteria: 

Your goal is to produce a newspaper article about a tragic 
Thanksgiving dinner. The  do’s and don’ts of safe food 
handling will be mentioned as a factor of why the dinner 
was so tragic.  
Your role is a newspaper reporter. 

Your audience is the general public. 

You have been asked to write a newspaper article reporting 
on a family’s tragic Thanksgiving dinner. A family member 
has gotten sick as a result of not abiding by safe food 
handling. The article will include facts from the close read 
informational texts.   Students will use these texts to back up 
the do’s and don’ts of safe food handling.  

You will use the informational texts about safe food handling 
to find main ideas for your article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Relationship between summative assessment task(s) 
and statement of inquiry: 

Students will organize the main idea and details from 
the informational text into a newspaper article format.  

Students will discuss how those details use language 
which affects daily life. 

Approaches to learning (ATL) 
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Thinking Skills: Evaluate evidence 

Communication Skills: Read critically and for comprehension 

                                     Organize information logically  

 
 

 
Action: Teaching and learning through inquiry 

Content Learning process 

 
RI.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 

RI. 5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are supported by key details. 

RI.5.10 Read and comprehend informational texts, 
including history/social studies, science, and technical 
texts, at the high end of the grades 4-5 text complexity 
band. 

W.5.2 Write informational/explanatory texts to examine 
a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

Learning experiences and teaching strategies 

-Students will complete the Safe Food Handling Anticipation-Reaction Guide. 

-Students will read informational text about food safety and pull out main ideas and details from the text. 

-Students will analyze a provided scenario and find food safety mistakes. 

-Students will write a newspaper article detailing the 4 topics found in proper food safety, 

-Students will create a graphic organizer to visually describe the safe food handling rules and examples.  

 

Formative assessment 

-Students will read and discuss the proper methods of food safety. 
-Students will study key vocabulary to understand the text. 
-Students will determine the main ideas and details of each text. 
-Using these details, students will write a newspaper article based on information from the text and will be 
provided a rubric for assessment. 

Middle Years Programme Unit planner  
PAGE 10 



 
Differentiation 

-Linking prior knowledge and experiences with the topic. 
-Variety of questions posed by teacher/teacher modeling. 

-Extension activities will be provided for advanced students.  

-More individualized attention will be provided for struggling readers. 

-Class Discussion (whole group, partner, etc.) 

Resources 

Website: www.handsonclassrooms.org, materials including informational text, Anticipation/Reaction Guide, Food Safety Scenario, Wonders text (article about Bacteria) 

 
 

 

Reflection: Considering the planning, process and impact of the inquiry 
Prior to teaching the unit During teaching After teaching the unit 
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The information is timely, and students should be able 
to make a connection to their daily lives.  With the 
holidays coming up, this information can easily be 
applied to preparing food, serving food, and cleaning 
up.  

 

The students have frequently read informational texts 
and should be comfortable gleaning/summarizing 
important facts from the texts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I feel that students are making the connection between 
the informational texts and their daily lives. 

The students commented about experiences in 
restaurants and at home as they witnessed safe food 
handling or the lack of.  

 

The students have become so much more aware of 
keeping their hands clean. They have really utilized the 
hand sanitizer here lately. 

We feel like this unit was timely and beneficial to the 
students, and we look forward to teaching it in the 
future.  

The students have enjoyed creating a tragic 
Thanksgiving Day dinner disaster. I am afraid some of 
the infected family members did not pull through the 
event!  
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